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all hope of recovering her health, speaks to her of
Extreme Unction; she asks for it, and they give it
to her; she receives it with a very special consola-
tion,— feeling sure that Heaven could no longer
escape her. It must be confessed that simplicity
begets, in the souls of these good Neophytes, a con-
stancy quite extraordinary. They deal very frankly
with God; he has promised them Heaven if they
persevere in the Faith. When they feel in their
souls the witness of their belief, and sorrow for their
offenses, they hold themselves assured of the con-
tract which they have made with so good a Father.
[152] In conclusion, they put this poor woman back
on her sledge, and led her back to her cabin, very
joyful to have once again visited the house of her
God before her death, which occurred soon after-
ward.

Another woman, already somewhat aged, sick for
six months, had not so great patience as the one of
whom I have just spoken; but she had found a son-
in-law who piously supported her in her sufferings.
This poor languishing creature said one day to the
Father who was visiting her: " I am weary of liv-
ing ; the trouble that I give those of my cabin makes
me desire death." Her son-in-law having heard her,
arose and answered her: " Your words are not good;
you do wrong to desire the end of your life on account
of the trouble which you give us. Know that we
will relieve you with good heart until your last sigh;
take care, lest you seek rather your own deliverance
than ours. Do not offend the orders of God; he has
ordained the first moment of your life; it is for him
to determine the last. You have obeyed him from
your baptism until now,— continue steadfastly in the


